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Red Cross can still  
accept donations: COC
SINGAPORE — The Singapore Red 

Cross clarified yesterday that it 

can still receive donations from 

well wishers and supporters, fol-

lowing a meeting with the Com-

missioner of Charities (COC).

It was reported on Monday 

that the COC had advised the so-

ciety to first put in place additional 

safeguards once its internal in-

vestigation into a missing sum of 

$90,000 is completed.

A detailed report will be 

submitted to the Commissioner 

within two weeks, the charity 

said yesterday. But it has already 

instituted one additional meas-

ure to tighten procedures for both 

monetary and in-kind donations.

It said in a press statement 

that only a senior executive will 

now receive donations for Red 

Cross. A temporary receipt will be 

issued for all cash and cheque do-

nations. The amount received will 

be verified with a senior manager.

The Singapore Red Cross is 

being investigated for misappro-

priation of funds by an employee 

and Today had reported that the 

charity had been asked to stop its 

fund-raising activities.

The COC noted that while it 

has discouraged the Red Cross 

from conducting any active fund-

raising activity for now, it has not 

disallowed the charity from doing 

so.  Ticket sales for the charity’s 

annual gala dinner in March also 

began prior to its announcement 

about the missing money, and can 

continue.
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SINGAPORE — The Ministry of 

Health (MOH) and the Singa-

pore Dental Council (SDC) have 

launched a probe into an Austral-

ian dentist who has been practis-

ing here, despite being banned in 

his home country.

Dr George Pegios, 49, was 

found guilty of professional 

misconduct in his treatment of 

seven patients of which one had 

died. Following the death of the 

patient, Dr Pegios was cleared 

of manslaughter after being em-

broiled in a lawsuit. 

In mid-June, he was deregis-

tered by a New South Wales pro-

fessional tribunal for a minimum 

of five years. 

According to the SDC’s web-

site, Dr Pegios was granted con-

ditional registration from July 13 

until end-December. 

Under the Dental Act, foreign 

dentists are required to apply for 

conditional registration to prac-

tice in Singapore. And applicants 

have to declare if they have been 

investigated for professional mis-

conduct or any improper conduct. 

They must also submit a letter of 

good standing.

MediaCorp understands that 

Dr Pegios may have withheld in-

formation in his application. 

In the five months that he 

was practising here, Dr Pegios 

was working for Singapore’s larg-

est private dental centre Q & M 

Dental Group — under a fictitious 

name of “George Powers”.

Dr Pegios was last working at 

Q & M’s Centrepoint branch but 

staff there said he returned to 

Australia about a week ago. 

When contacted, Q & M chief 

executive officer Ng Chin Siau said 

he was not aware that Dr Pegios 

was banned from practising in 

New South Wales.

“We only found out recently 

and now we have stopped him 

from treating our patients total-

ly,” said Dr Ng, adding that Dr Pe-

gios had stated in his resume that 

he was a sole proprietor dental 

surgeon. He also pointed out that 

a dentist had to be approved by 

the SDC before he is employed 

by Q & M.

The MOH told MediaCorp 

that it is investigating the case. 

In an email reply, MOH chief 

dental officer Patrick Tseng said 

that, since October, they have 

started “source verification” of 

the educational qualifications of 

all foreign applicants as well as 

their registration status in the 

last country they came from. If a 

registration status was not avail-

able, the foreign applicants would 

have to submit a letter of good 

standing. 

Associate Professor Tseng, 

who is also the SDC’s Registrar, 

added that all foreign dentists — 

having been granted conditional 

registration — have to work under 

the supervision of a registered 

dentist in Singapore for at least 

two years before being eligible 

for full registration.

The MOH said anyone found 

guilty and convicted of fraudulent 

registration is liable to a maxi-

mum fine of $25,000.

In the case of a second or sub-

sequent conviction, the fine will 

be up to $50,000 or to imprison-

ment for a term not more than six 

months, or both.

Singapore Dental Association 

(SDA) president Philip Goh said 

he was confident that there are 

strict guidelines and regulatory 

processes in place to regulate the 

registration of foreign dentists 

here.

“Overall, the SDA is confident 

that the patient-dentist trust will 

not be affected by this isolated 

case and we have not received 

any adverse complaints related 

to this case,” said Dr Goh.

Currently, there are a total of 

1,572 registered dentists in Sin-

gapore. Of these, 348 are with 

foreign qualifications and 107 of 

them are practising under condi-

tional registration.

MOH investigates foreign dentist for alleged fraudulent registration 
Working under a fictitious name here, the australian had been deregistered in home country 
¢ medIacorp excLUsIve

WikiLeaks chief Assange 
in custody, refused bail

Mr Assange denies the 

allegations, which his Brit-

ish attorney Mark Stephens 

says stem from a “dispute over 

consensual but unprotected 

sex”.

M r  A s s a n g e  a n d 

Mr Stephens have suggested 

the prosecution is being ma-

nipulated for political rea-

sons — a claim that Swedish 

prosecutor Marianne Ny has 

rejected. 

Ms Ny was not due to com-

ment on the Assange arrest 

until later in  the day.

A spokesman for WikiLe-

aks called Mr Assange’s arrest 

an attack on media freedom 

and said it won’t prevent the 

organisation from releasing 

more secret documents.

“This will not change our 

operation,” Ms Kristinn Hrafns-

son said.

Mr Assange’s Swedish law-

yer has said he believed for-

eign powers were influencing 

Sweden.

The US government and 

others across the world have 

argued the publication of ca-

bles is irresponsible and could 

put their national security at 

risk.

US Attorney-General Eric 

Holder said on Monday that 

President Barack Obama’s ad-

ministration was considering 

ways to seek prosecutions over 

their release. aGencIes
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In a survey, recruitment services 
firm Manpower Singapore found 
that about a third of the 686 com-
panies it surveyed plan to hire more 
staff in early next year.

Among the remaining companies, 
about 60 per cent foresee no change 
in their headcount while 3 per cent 
plan to cut their workforce. 

Said Manpower Singapore 
country manager Peter Haglund: 
“Employers in the finance, insurance 
and real estate sectors are telling 
us they will accelerate hiring in the 
quarter ahead, and report their most 
optimistic forecast since 2008.”

“We expect job-seekers through-
out Singapore to benefit from 
a healthy labour market in the 
months ahead.”

The survey noted strong hiring 
prospects in the wholesale and 
retail trade, transportation and 
utilities, finance, insurance and real 
estate sectors. Jason tan
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